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US 57%

Mexico 58%

Columbia 53%

Brazil 47%

Argentina 58%

India 52%

China 70%

Germany 83%

France 60%

Chile 58%

Ireland 56%

Spain 56%

Japan 60%

Netherlands 71%

South Africa 52%

South Korea 61%Italy 52%

Switzerland 68%

UK 58%

Canada 53%

Investment in energy efficiency, renewable energy, and smart building 

technology is expected to increase globally

Organizations increasing investment in energy efficiency, renewable 

energy or smart building technology over the next 12 months

The 2018 Energy Efficiency Indicator Study surveyed 1,901 energy and facility management executives from twenty countriesCopyright 2018 - Johnson Controls



Energy cost savings is the greatest driver of energy efficiency 
investments globally

Organizations rating as very or extremely significant

Greenhouse  
gas footprint 

reduction

82%

Energy cost 
savings

Increasing 
energy 

security

Enhanced 
brand or 

reputation

Customer 
attraction/ 
retention

Attracting/ 
retaining 

employees

68%

64% 63%
59%

64%

Increase 
building 

resilience

58%58%

Existing 
government 

policy

71%

Increasing 
Asset Value 
of Buildings
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Lack of technical expertise to evaluate or execute projects was rated as 
the top barrier to energy efficiency investments globally

Uncertainty 
regarding savings/ 

performance

28%

Lack of funding 
to pay for 

Improvements

22%

Lack of Technical 
Expertise to evaluate 
or execute projects

Insufficient 
payback / 

ROI

Lack of organizational 
ownership / dedicated 
attention to managing 

energy efficiency

18%

14%

7%8%

Lack of 
awareness 

about 
opportunities
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Performance benchmarking and government leadership are viewed as 

having the greatest impact on improving energy efficiency in buildings

52%

53%

49%

79%

73%

64%

81%

83%

57%

58%

69%

73%

73%

79%

85%

88%

Building owner and occupant engagement and partnerships

Utility data access, tariffs, incentives, and programs

Private sector engagement in workforce development, performance
contracting, and financing

Public and private sector building efficiency targets

Financial incentives and programs

Building energy codes and product energy performance standards

Government leadership in leasing, building design, and retrofits

Performance benchmarking and certifications

2018 2017

Organizations rating as very or extremely significant
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Interest in green building certification, net zero energy buildings and 
resiliency is growing

72% of global 

respondents 

indicated that 

resilience is 

very or extremely 

important when 

considering 

infrastructure 

investments
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