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China’s Journey 

1950s 

1st Five Year Plan (1953) 

“Great Leap Forward” (1958) 

GDP 67.2 Billion USD – per 
capita GDP $615  

1970 - 1989 

Nixon’s visit (1972) 

“Reform and Opening” becomes 
official policy 

Creation of 4 coastal Special 
Economic Zones 

1990 - 2009 

China ratifies Kyoto Protocol 
(2002) 

First Chinese CDM project 
registered (2005) 

11th Five Year Plan introduces 
energy efficiency targets 

2010 → 2014 

 

12th Five Year Plan  

- 16% ↓ energy intensity 

- 11.4% ↑ non-fossil fuel 
energy 

- 17% ↓ carbon intensity 
 

 

Over 50% of registered CDM 
projects by 2012 

Seven pilot ETS authorised and 
implemented as precursor for 

national ETS 

GDP 11,212 Billion USD – per 
capita GDP $3865 (2014) 

US-China Climate Partnership 
Statement 2014 

2015 

CCERs issued and traded 

China publishes INDC 

(June 2015) 

2nd Compliance period ends for 
Chinese ETS pilots 

Draft Climate Law under 
consultation 
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Decoupling Growth and Emissions 
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