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Conference on Public Perception and the Law

• Organised by the Carbon Capture Legal Programme, UCL – in 

conjunction with Kings’ Centre for Risk Management (KCL) – 12th 

June 2009

• Brought together academics working in the fields of law and risk 

perception, as well as representatives from industry, governmental 

organisations and NGOs



Significance of public perception

• Potential for learning from previous successes and failures in risk 

communication

• Public preconceptions with regard to particular industrial activities 

must be taken into account

• Recognition of the role of media in communicating with the public

• Account must be taken of cultural variations in the public’s 

response



The Role of Law

• International Conventions

• EU Storage Directive

• Transposition of international and European obligations into 

domestic law – as well as existing requirements for public 

consultation



Carbon Capture Legal Programme

• Authoritative, independent and 

objective legal research 

programme

• Open access resource base 

providing analysis of key legal 

materials

• Aims to promote informed 

discussion

• Available at 

www.ucl.ac.uk/cclp


