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Appliance Energy E fficiency Policy

CEEC and the EU
Convergence Issues

An overview based on the
‘Report on Implementing EU Appliance

Energy E fficiency in Central and
Eastern European Countries’
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EU Appliance Policy: Convergence Is sues

• Appliance energy efficiency policy
– is  a cornerstone for European Kyoto-policy
– is  subject to many EU directives and programmes
– will create a foundation for energy conservation
– will prevent transfer of outdated technology

• Issues  are:
– CEEC – EU market & policy convergence
– Acquis  Communautaire implementation in CEEC
– participation in European policy des ign process
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F ramework for Appliance Policy Implementation

EU Energy Labelling F ramework Directive:
• T rans lation into national law

– Legal framework
– T ranspos ition of implementing directives
– Ass igning respons ibilities  to services  or agencies

• Measures  to ensure supplier & retailer
compliance (monitoring & enforcement)

• Introduction accompanied by promotional &
educational campaigns
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Appliance S tock in CEEC

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

Refr
ige

ra
tors

Fre
eze

rs
W

as
hin

g 
mac

hines
Tum

ble 
dr

ier
s

Dish
 w

as
hers

La
mps

Air c
on

dit
ion

er
s

Electr
ic 

Ove
ns

IC
T eq

uip
m

en
t

Telev
isi

on
s

W
ater h

eate
rs

Appliances

%
 H

o
u

se
h

o
ld

s 
w

ith
 a

p
p

lia
n

ce

Lithuania Poland Slovakia Croatia Romania Bulgaria



KLINCKENBERG
CONS ULT ANT SAppliance Energy Efficiency - Early Adoption Project

Appliance markets  in CEEC

• Open markets
• Mainly foreign / some domestic production
• Increas ing appliance possess ion in

households
• EU imports  (compliant with EU legis lation) &

non-EU imports  (compliance unknown)
• Energy labelling led to elimination of worst

products
�CEEC trends in line with trends in EU, except

appliance possess ion levels  & non-EU
imports



KLINCKENBERG
CONS ULT ANT SAppliance Energy Efficiency - Early Adoption Project

EU Policy T ranspos ition Issues - F ramework

• EU Energy Labelling F ramework Directive
(ELFD) requires  national policy framework for
labelling

• National policy frameworks  in all countries  &
laws to establish legal bas is  for labelling

• S ome additional policy to support labelling
• Verification, monitoring & enforcement tasks

problematic: often no specific ass ignment
�Lagging behind EU trend, but same issues
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EU Policy T ranspos ition Issues – Labelling

DDDDDDDDBulgaria
NNYYYn/aYYRomania
n/an/an/aPPn/aPPCroatia
PPYYYYYYS lovakia
PPYYYYYYPoland
NNYYYYYYLithuania

E
lectric ovens

A
ir

conditioners

Lam
ps

D
ish w

ashers

W
asher-
dryers

T
um

ble
dryers

W
ashing

m
achines

R
efrigerators

- freezers



KLINCKENBERG
CONS ULT ANT SAppliance Energy Efficiency - Early Adoption Project

Compliance Monitoring & Verification Issues

• Verification testing (= compliance monitoring
suppliers ) is  minimal: voluntary testing in one
country

• Label display verification (= compliance
monitoring dealers) in initial s tate: some
monitoring in parts  of countries

• No enforcement action reported
�CEEC in line with EU implementation in past

years , but monitoring proved to be crucial
is sue
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Is sues  in Promoting & S upporting Policy - 1

• Government sponsored programmes (to
support appliance policy) cons idered in some
countries

• No programmes in place yet
• Labelling sometimes picking up

autonomous ly, due to EU imports  & initiatives
retail chains

�Government sponsored programmes were
essential in EU labelling implementation

�Programmes support market transformation:
energy benefits  & stimulus  for new policy
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Is sues  in Promoting & S upporting Policy - 2

• F inancial incentives (like subs idies) close to
non-exis tent. Only one country reports
subs idies

�S ubs idies  have been important in EU
labelling implementation and start of market
transformation

�Relatively costly policy (not a firs t s tep)
�Maybe not essential when converging policy

with EU (and converging with transformed EU
market)
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Is sues  in Promoting & S upporting Policy - 3

• Information campaigns in initial s tage:
campaign underway in one country, one more
planning to s tart campaign

�Consumer information & education AND retail
information & education cornerstones of
labelling introduction in EU

�Large differences in EU national support for
labelling, resulting in large differences in
market transformation
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EU Policy Making Process

• EU Policy making process  (des igning &
adopting new policy) complex process , with
formal and informal s teps

• CEEC not represented in energy efficiency
policy making process

�All EU member s tates represented in EU
policy making process , but with different
intens ity

�Formal s teps not open yet to CEEC, but
informal participation is  open (and could be
encouraged)
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Overview: Convergence Issues

• Market s ituation & developments  different
between CEEC and with EU countries

• Emerging market convergence between
CEEC and EU (increas ing appliance sales  in
CEEC, imports  from and exports  to EU)

• Concerns :
– policy implementation infrastructure (ins titutions ,

test facilities  etc) underdeveloped
– low purchas ing power, low consumer & market

awareness  of appliance energy efficiency
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Overview: EU Acquis  Implementation Issues

• ELFD trans lated (or planned) in all CEEC,
most (not all) implementing directives
transposed

• Concerns :
– ass igning monitoring, verification & enforcement

tasks  to government services  or agencies
– consumer & retailer information / education
– supporting labelling introduction with other policy

(government programmes, incentives, campaigns)
in embryonic state
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Overview: EU Policy Making Process  Is sues

• Virtually no CEEC participation in EU policy
making process

• Formal policy making process  (s till) closed to
non-member countries

• Concerns :
– no informal participation in EU policy des ign
– no specific attention for CEEC in EU policy

des ign
– little knowledge of EU policy des ign process  in

CEEC


