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8. Benefits and costs of biofuels and implications for policy-making

Figure 8.1

Ethanol Import Duties Around the World

Note: Ethanol import duties in Japan and New Zealand are zero.
Source: Various national tax reports and websites.
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Recent WTO Initiatives Affecting Biofuels

At the Doha Ministerial meeting of the WTO in Cancun, September

2003, the declaration called for negotiations on “the reduction or, as

appropriate, elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers to

environmental goods and services”. However, the term “environmental

goods” was not defined in the declaration. A substantial amount of

work to identify the scope of environmental goods has already been

undertaken by the OECD and APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Co-

operation), culminating in two product lists of candidate goods (OECD,

2003). Both lists contain ethanol, classified under the HS 220710

(OECD, 2003). Negotiations will continue and biofuels may be

included in future lists of environmental goods and services for which

tariff reductions are negotiated.
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