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FOREWORD 

As part of an ongoing effort to improve the reporting of energy research, development and 
demonstration (RD&D) budgets, and to leverage the high-level policy attention to these data 
provided by various fora, in 2010 the IEA undertook an evaluation of its categories for reporting 
public sector RD&D spending. The goal was to ensure that the categories accurately reflect the 
evolving portfolio of energy research that is underway, while at the same time balancing this with a 
framework that allowed reporting by countries that did not currently have budgets at a detailed 
level. Over several months, the IEA consulted both with member countries and with IEA experts to 
determine the level of detail that should be requested. As a consequence of these consultations, the 
IEA has updated the RD&D questionnaire to ensure better coverage of some of the fast-growing 
sectors while at the same time enabling countries with less detail to continue reporting their budget 
information. 

In parallel, the IEA undertook the development of this manual to help countries provide good quality 
and harmonised information on RD&D budgets. The first part of the manual is based heavily on the 
2002 edition of the Frascati Manual: Proposed Standard Practice for Surveys on Research and 
Experimental Development, published by the OECD. This part of the manual briefly describes some 
basic concepts relating to R&D statistics and how they relate to the energy RD&D statistics collected 
by the IEA. It also gives tips on how to fill in the IEA questionnaire. The second part of the manual 
gives precise definitions for each of the items requested in the questionnaire. 

The consultation with member countries and the draft manual culminated in a workshop on 
25-26 May 2011 entitled “Improving decision making on energy research, development & 
demonstration investment through enhanced data and analysis”. Discussion during the workshop 
was animated, and the IEA is pleased to report that participants in the meeting actively contributed 
to improving both the questionnaire and the manual. The IEA is confident that these two elements 
will help to improve the collection and reporting of energy RD&D in the future, both in terms of 
coverage and accuracy. 

The IEA Guide to Reporting Energy RD&D Budget/Expenditure Statistics is published under my 
authority as Executive Director of the IEA. 

Nobuo Tanaka 

Executive Director 
International Energy Agency 
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