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Over half the world's population now live in cities and towns, producing the bulk of energy-
related CO2 emissions. Increasing the use of renewable energy resources in cities and 

towns could considerably help mitigate climate change and increase energy security. Local 
authorities have considerable power to encourage the deployment of renewables. This new 
study identifies a range of successful policies already used by leading municipalities (such 

as Masdar City in UAE, Freiburg in Germany, etc.) to increase renewable energy 
deployment in cities and towns, with considerable benefits for their citizens. 
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