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Figure 98  Solar PV annual capacity additions, by region (GW) 
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Box 3  Solar PV deployment segments vary by market 

While deployment of solar PV has risen in many countries, the market segmentation of this deployment 
can vary significantly by geography. Market segmentation of solar PV can be described a number of 
ways – by system size, by installation type (e.g. rooftop versus ground mounted), by building segment 
(e.g. residential, commercial, utility) or by the way that solar PV systems interact with the electricity 
system (e.g. distributed, centralised, off-grid). In many cases there is significant overlap between these 
categories. For example, centralised solar PV systems are often ground-mounted utility plants of a size 
of at least 1 MW. However, exceptions can exist and reporting standards vary by country, making the 
characterisation and comparison of segment trends difficult across markets. 

Figure 99  Solar PV market segments by country in 2011, as percentage of cumulative capacity 
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Note: where necessary, estimates for segment split were made by system size.  

Source: IEA analysis based on the Implementing Agreement for a Co-operative Programme on Photovoltaic Power Systems, 2012. 
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