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Nord Stream pipeline

Nord Stream is the pipeline linking 

Vyborg in Russia to Greifswald in 

Germany. Consisting of two strings of 

27.5 bcm each and bypassing any transit 

country, the fi rst string is expected to be 

commissioned end-2011 with the second 

starting in 2012. Project shareholders 

are Gazprom (51%), E.ON Ruhrgas and 

Wintershall holding (20% each) and 

Gasunie (9%). However, E.ON Ruhrgas 

had been discussing selling 4.5% to GDF 

SUEZ. Costs have increased substantially 

compared to the fi rst estimates and are 

now estimated at almost EUR 7.4 billion. 

The sheer size of the pipeline (one-tenth 

of the European gas consumption or one-

third of current Russian exports to Europe) 

has the potential to change markedly the 

fl ow patterns in North-East Europe and 

result in lower utilisation of the existing 

pipelines through Slovakia or Poland – 

which depend on transit through either 

Ukraine or Belarus. Interconnections 

to the market have been planned with 

the construction of NEL to North-West 

Germany and OPAL to the Czech-German 

border. The main challenge in 2009 is to 

get the fi nal environmental permits from 
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on maps included in this publication do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the IEA.

Map 6 Main supply projects to Europe

Source: IEA.
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