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ELECTRICITY 6

Demand and Supply
Refl ecting the country’s geography, the electricity sector in Chile comprises 
four distinct electrical systems: the SING, which supplies the north of the 
country; the SIC, which supplies the populous central regions; the Aysén 
System in the south, which has three separate systems; and the Magallanes 
System in the far south, which has four separate systems.40 The relative sizes 
of the four systems (as at end-2008) are shown in Table 6.1.

40. In Aysén and Magallanes, the various separate systems have installed capacities between 1.5 MW and 20 MW each.

 Table 6.1

Installed Capacity by Type of Plant and Energy Source, end-2008 (MW)

Technology SING SIC Aysén 
system

Magallanes 
system

Total1 Share (%)

Hydroelectric 13 4 910 21 - 4 943 38

Reservoir - 3 393 - - 3 393 26

Run-of-River 
(> 20 MW)

13 1 516 21 - 1 550 12

Mini Hydro 
(< 20 MW)

13   125   21 159 1

Thermal 3 589 4 458 28 99 8 173 62

Coal 1 206 838 - - 2 043 16

Natural Gas 2 112 2 547 - 84 4 743 36

Oil2 272 907 28 14 1 220 9

Biomass3 - 166 - - 166 1

Wind - 18 2 - 20 0

Total 3 603 9 385 51 98 13 137 100

Notes: 

1. Excluding autoproducers, co-generators or other generators that are not connected to the systems.

2. Oil includes oil derivatives, diesel and intermediate fuel oil.

3. Biomass includes forest waste.

Source: CNE. 

●  Northern Interconnected System

The SING supplies the northern part of Chile between the city of Arica and 
the port of Coloso. It covers an area equivalent to 25% of Chile's continental 
territory and in which about 6% of the population lives. Most of the 
population is concentrated in extensive urban areas on the coast, whereas 
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