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GENERAL ENERGY POLICY 1

Chile’s Energy Matrix 

● Supply 

Chile’s total primary energy supply (TPES) stood at 30.8 million tonnes 
of oil equivalent (Mtoe) in 2007 (see Table 1.1). Chile’s energy mix relies 
predominantly on fossil fuels, with oil representing 56%, and natural gas and 
coal both accounting for 11%. In total, renewables make up 22% of the energy 
mix, with biomass and hydro making up 16% and 6% of the total, respectively. 
Chile’s primary energy intensity is low by comparison with some developed 
countries, but higher than that of Brazil and Mexico.5 In 2007, Chile’s 
energy intensity was 0.16 toe/thousand USD, very close to average intensity 
for IEA countries of 0.17 toe/thousand USD. In 2006, TPES per capita at 
1.81 toe/capita was less than half the OECD average of 4.7 toe/capita.

Between 1997 and 2004, natural gas fully displaced the growth in coal 
consumption and some of the growth in oil (see Figure 1.1). Since 2004, 
however, there has been a steep fall in natural gas as a share of TPES, 
as a result of the progressive curtailment of natural gas supplies from 
Argentina. In 2004 when natural gas imports were at their peak, Chile 
imported 22 Mcm/day (million cubic metres), while imports barely reached 
1 Mcm/day in 2008. This has been fully compensated by an increase in 
imports of oil products. 

5. Key World Energy Statistics, IEA, 2009.

 Table 1.1

Chile’s Energy Balance, 2007 (Mtoe)

Supply 1973 1990 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007

Total production 5.08 7.43 8.20 8.07 8.86 9.14 8.46

Coal 0.96 1.45 0.24 0.13 0.27 0.26 0.10

Oil 1.79 1.13 0.43 0.38 0.34 0.33 0.55

Gas 0.53 1.41 1.60 1.37 1.61 1.55 1.08

Combustible 
renewables & waste1

1.33 2.68 4.26 4.30 4.37 4.49 4.73

Hydro 0.48 0.77 1.67 1.89 2.28 2.51 1.99

Wind - - - - - - -

Net imports2 3.39 6.99 18.27 21.29 21.04 22.17 24.13

Coal 0.20 1.13 2.92 2.58 2.42 3.00 4.01

Oil 3.19 5.86 11.59 12.82 13.16 14.14 17.64
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