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ACCESS TO ENERGY IN RURAL AREAS9

The Rural Electrifi cation Programme (PER) is a decentralised programme, 
which was created in November 1994 as part of the government strategy 
to fi ght poverty, raise the quality of life in rural areas, and incorporate 
rural households into the country’s economic and social development. At 
the beginning of the PER, rural electricity coverage was 59%. The aim of 
the programme was to reach 75% coverage by the end of President Frei’s 
government in 2000. When this goal was reached one year early with 76% 
coverage, it was estimated that approximately 137 000 rural homes still 
lacked access to electricity. A more ambitious goal was established under 
President Lagos’ government, aiming for 90% coverage for each one of the 
country’s regions by the end of 2006.

The government of President Michelle Bachelet is committed to reaching 
96% electricity coverage of rural households by end-2010, and to improving 
quality of supply in isolated communities by promoting the use of non-
conventional renewable energy (NCRE).

Current rural electrifi cation rates in Chile’s 15 regions as of 2008 are shown 
in Figure 9.2 (also see Map 2). According to CNE data, the majority of the 
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Source: CNE.
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