
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

OVERVIEW

Portugal is at the lower end of IEA member countries in terms of energy 
intensity. In 2007, for each unit of gross domestic product (GDP in 2000 USD 
and purchasing power parities4), the country needed to consume 0.11 toe of 
primary energy. This compares favourably to the OECD Europe average of 
0.145 toe of primary energy in the same year.

 Figure 11 

Energy Intensity in Portugal and in Other Selected IEA Member 
Countries, 1973 to 2010 

(toe per thousand USD at 2000 prices and purchasing power parities)
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* excluding Luxembourg and Norway throughout the series, as forecast data are not available for 
these countries.
Sources: Energy Balances of OECD Countries, IEA/OECD Paris, 2008; National Accounts of OECD 
Countries, OECD Paris, 2008 and country submissions.

4. International price comparisons based on exchange rates may not reflect the purchasing power of 
different currencies over time. An alternative means of doing so is provided by purchasing power 
parities expressed in 2000 United States dollars. The measures used here were developed by the 
Economic and Statistics Division of the OECD and Eurostat to enable international price comparisons 
to be made for GDP and its components. 
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