
12 Executive Summary  Implementing Energy Efficiency Policies: are IEA member countries on track?

from the IEA recommendations, or measures that achieve similar outcomes, remains to 
be captured. On a sectoral basis, across all IEA member countries, policies for transport 
stand out as having the least substantial implementation (see Figure 2) — although in 
transport, many policies are ‘planned’. The IEA concludes that all its member countries 
urgently need to expand their implementation of energy efficiency policies, including the 
IEA recommendations.

Why is it that IEA member countries have not implemented the full suite of cost-effective 
energy efficiency policies or equivalent measures their leaders endorsed? Energy efficiency 
continues to face pervasive barriers including lack of access to capital for energy efficiency 
investments, insufficient information, principal-agent problems and externality costs that 
are not reflected in energy prices. Political commitment to maximising implementation 
of energy efficiency policies may also have been challenged by the current economic 
crisis. Energy efficiency programmes must compete for funding with other priorities such 
as employment, health and social security. When making decisions about how to allocate 

No IEA country has ‘fully’ or ‘substantially’ implemented more than 57% of the applicable IEA recommendations. 
Two countries report that less than 10% of the recommendations have been ‘substantially implemented’.

n On a sectoral basis, across 
all IEA countries, policies 
for transport stand out as 
having the least ‘substantial 
implementation’.

n Countries need to increase 
the rate of energy effi ciency 
improvement signifi cantly 
and urgently. 

n Energy effi ciency faces 
pervasive barriers.

2. That is, considering only those recommendations that have been ‘fully’ or ‘substantially’ implemented.
3. That is, cost-effective technical potential. 

Note: Proportion of all recommendations minus those recommendations considered ‘not-relevant’.

Figure 1 
Level of implementation of applicable IEA recommendations, all IEA countries, all recommendations
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