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Table 41 • Summary table of policy evaluation

* CBP: Capacity Building Programmes. 

Five main policy lessons can be drawn from the cases studied. 

Policy lessons

Multi-policy packages

First, no single policy can serve as a silver bullet: policies or programmes solely targeting financial 
barriers — or one facet of the financial barriers — will not be sustainable. Although they might, 
as examples of isolated grants have demonstrated, have a direct and temporary beneficial impact 
on the market, they will not work upstream by helping to create an autonomous energy efficient 
market for buildings. 

Only policy packages that address multiple financial barriers simultaneously will have flexibility, 
impact, and sustainability. One such example is the case of France, where information services 
and energy audits helped individuals to decide which EE improvement measures to undertake, 
after which subsidies, preferential loans or tax deductions could be obtained depending on the 
individual’s situation. Should the EPBD be effectively implemented, improved EE standards will 
also require more trained professionals and audit capacities. These combined with the above 
financial mechanisms will increase the EE improvements that can be undertaken. In the German 
case, preferential loans and building regulations — which stand amongst the most successful 
measures — had most sustainable impact when combined with fiscal policies, subsidies, and 
information programme by the DENA. 

These cases do not stand alone. The UK case also illustrates that policy packages — aimed 
simultaneously at the lack of training, the nature of the financier and the awareness of the 
customer — have met more sustainable successes than isolated measures. 

The variety of EE measures initiated and the concrete energy savings resulting from white 
certificate schemes in the cases studied show the potential of combining a minimum regulation 
with the flexibility of market actors. 

Relevance Flexibility Clarity Impact Sustainability

Regulatory measures ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ X

Financial and incentives

Fiscal Measures ✓ X X ✓ X

Grants ✓ X ✓ ✓ X

Voluntary agreements and PPPs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Information and CBP* ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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