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Table 34 •  Cumulative space of living with energy efficiency improvement 
promoted by the KfW Förderbank, in million m2.

Programme name 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

CO2 Reduction Progr. 8.9 14.2 18.6 24.5 29.8 37.8 43.2 49.8 56.8 N/A

CO2 Building Renovation   2.6   6.2 11.1 16.3 N/A

Total 8.9 14.2 18.6 24.5 29.8 40.4 49.4    61 73.1 N/A

Source: Kleemann, M. and P. Hansen (2005), “Evaluierung der CO2-Minderungsmaßnahmen im Gebäudebereich“ 
(Evaluation of the CO2 mitigation measures in the building sector), study on behalf of the Federal office for building 
and regional planning (BBR), Jülich research centre series, Environment, volume 60, Jülich Research Centre.

Table 35 •  Number of applications between 2002 and 2005 for various 
programmes of the KfW Förderbank 

Programme name 2002 2003 2004 2005

CO2 Reduction Programme 22 616 29 202 36 450   1 964

CO2 Building Renovation Programme 14 252 22 213 24 761 24 545

Housing Modernisation Programme      937   8 430 12 452 20 383

Total 37 805 59 755 73 663 57 167

Source: KfW (different years).

For the period 2000 to 2004, the annual CO2 mitigation of the CO2 programmes was estimated 
to be 2.72 million tonnes (Kleemann and Hansen, 2005), which corresponds to about 2.2% of 
the 2001 emissions of the German residential sector. In 2006, the KfW estimates its programmes 
resulted in 1 million tonnes less of CO2 being emitted, due to building renovation; for 2007 the 
figure is estimated to be 0.7 million tonnes. The programmes have also led to market stimulation 
by creating demand for services in energy efficiency improvements. In 2006, 500 000 jobs were 
created as a result of the kfW programmes, and in 2007 the figure is estimated to be 440 000 
(KfW, 2008). 

The preferential loan programmes offered by the KfW are a relevant measure in targeting the 
upfront financial barrier to investing in energy efficiency improvements in existing residential 
buildings. Only a portion of the loans were designated toward EE improvements, though the 
new financial conditions and structure of the KfW programmes should increase funding for these 
types of improvements. The advantage of loan programmes is their flexibility; they have already 
been restructured with success. They are also potentially sustainable, being able to transform 
housing loan provision and the real estate market so as to include energy efficiency and make 
it financially viable for housing owners, buyers and renters. 
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