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Figure 48 •  Development of subsidy programmes for building improvement, 
in EUR/2004

Source: Compte de Logement, Martin et al. (1998), Comptes nationaux, Base 2000 (GDP price index) Insee, 
authors’ own estimations. The three upper categories are subsidies for general housing renovation and not for 
EE improvement.

Subsidy programmes can have quite different goals, some aimed at supporting access to property 
or low-income households (see Auburt and Fribourg, 2005). However they can have a direct 
or indirect impact on the energy efficiency of existing buildings, either because they affect 
maintenance, renovation and retrofit measures in general or because they are specifically 
designed to promote EE and renewable energies. The primary subsidy programmes supporting 
the retrofit of existing buildings are listed in Table 20. 

State Agency for the Improvement of Housing (ANAH) subsidies

Since its foundation in 1971, the State Agency for the Improvement of Housing (ANAH) allocates 
subsidies for the rehabilitation of existing buildings older than 15 years. The goal is to promote 
the improvement of privately owned buildings that are either owner-occupied or rented as 
primary residence. The target group of owner-occupiers is limited to those whose economic 
resources are beyond a certain limit.

Building and housing units eligible for subsidies are those with insufficiencies regarding safety, 
impacts on health, state of appliances and housing quality. Renovations that favour sustainable 
development also fall within the subsidy scheme, though EE improvements are not a pre-
condition to obtain basic subsidies. However as of 2006 an extra bonus can be obtained for 
the following types of works (ANAH, 2006; ADEME, 2006a):
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