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Figure 16 indicates the cost-effectiveness of subsidies for whole and renovated houses. Comparing 
the annual reduction in energy consumption per subsidy given between whole houses and 
renovated houses suggests that equivalent or more cost-effective energy savings were achieved 
for renovated houses. Between 2002 and 2004, it appears that subsidies used to renovate 
existing houses were more cost-effective, though the overall amount of renovation undertaken 
remained small. 

Figure 16 • Cost-effectiveness of subsidies (annual savings per subsidy amount)
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Source: NEDO (2006b), Fact sheet of NEDO project.

Voluntary agreements and partnerships 

Labels and certifi cates for building envelopes

As a means of certifying various housing qualities, such as robustness, safety and energy 
efficiency, the Performance Evaluation and Certification System for Houses was established. 
The evaluation is performed by designated independent facilities during the building design 
or construction phase for 32 items within ten categories, including energy conservation 
performance. The system contributes to certifying the energy efficiency of building envelopes 
and increasing public awareness of the energy efficiency of buildings. It uses specially designed 
logos showing houses that have undergone certification. Each logo is presented for houses 
which have undergone evaluation in their design or construction stage, or for existing houses 
which have been evaluated. The system is voluntary and to be used by homeowners or housing 
developers. 

Thermal insulation and air-tightness are among the items to be evaluated. For thermal 
insulation performance, houses are categorised into the previously mentioned four classes 
based on the thermal insulation standards met. During the purchase of a house, the relevant 
energy performance can be easily verified through the performance evaluation results shown 
on the label.
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