
78

construction. The share of gas plants under 

construction has decreased from 57% 

to 46% of all plants under construction 

between 2005 and 2007. 

However, even if more coal projects are 

advancing to actual construction, there 

is still a large share of planned coal plants 

that are advancing slowly. During 2007 

and 2008 there have also been frequent 

reports of planned coal projects being 

cancelled, for example in the United States 

and Germany.

While many more countries are actively 

planning new nuclear plants, the lead 

times on building these plants mean that 

they will not enter service until after 2015, 

and possibly well after that time. 

The role of wind power is set to increase 

considerably, contributing to 7% of all 

capacity under construction and to 15% 

of planned plants. The role of wind power 

is likely to be even stronger since wind 

power projects are often small and develop 

faster than conventional large scale power 

plants. However, capacity factors for wind 

power are considerably lower than most 

conventional thermal plants, so capacity 

expansion of wind power does not refl ect 

the contribution of wind in meeting 

actual electricity demand. For example in 

Germany, the wind fl eet of 21 GW (about 

one sixth of capacity) generates 40 GWh 

(around 6% of production in 2007).

The increasing role of gas-fi red power 

generation is particularly marked in 

Europe. National policies in some European 

countries are strong drivers for this 
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Figure 16 Changes in power generation by fuel source in OECD

 Sources: IEA, Platts, GWEC.




