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 Figure 14

Wind Capacity Additions and Growth Rates, 1998 to 2007
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EIA predictions foresee a reasonable growth of the renewables contribution 
between 2020 and 2030. But for some technologies and uses of renewables, 
in particular wind electricity generation and the use of biomass in transport, 
these baseline projections may be too conservative in view of the faster 
growth observed in the market-place.

*estimates.

Source: EIA.

PRODUCTION 

The most rapidly growing source of renewable energy supply in the United 
States is wind power for electricity generation. In 2005, the United States 
installed 2 431 MW of wind capacity, followed by another 2 343 MW in 2006, 
and it is expected that over 3 000 MW will be installed during 2007. The total 
installed capacity now stands at 11 603 MW, and generated some 26 TWh, 
or 0.6% of US electricity supply. Because of significant R&D efforts, as well as 
deployment programmes in other countries, the cost of producing electricity 
from wind power in the United States has dropped from USD 0.8 per kilowatt-
hour in 1980 (in current dollars) to USD 0.04 to 0.06 today. Wind power 
development is driven by the availability of a federal production tax credit, and 
in years when this expires, new-built rates decline steeply (see Figure 14).




