
INSTITUTIONS

Energy policy is a shared responsibility between the federal state and the
26 cantons. Federal energy policy making has been strengthened in recent
years (in matters such as standards and labels), chiefly by means of the
1998 Energy Law and its subsequent amendments. In other domains such as
buildings, cantons have clung to their prerogatives and merely consented to
harmonised regulations and standards. Another example of the shift towards
harmonisation are feed-in tariffs for renewables; as of 2008 new federal
regulation will replace previous minimum standards, which left it to the
cantons to pursue more generous policies.

The Department (Ministry) of the Environment, Transport, Energy and
Communications (DETEC) is the lead ministry in charge of Switzerland’s
energy policy, for both its formulation and implementation. The harbouring of
the energy and environmental portfolios under a single ministry is intended to
strengthen sustainability concerns in energy policy making. Within DETEC,
energy policy is the responsibility of the Swiss Federal Office of Energy (SFOE).

The federal government is a collective executive body. Other departments
(ministries) than DETEC are closely consulted, particularly if an energy policy
proposal has an impact on their remit: this is mostly the case for the
Department of Economic Affairs, the Department of Finance (for fiscal issues)
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Figure 4

Total Final Consumption by Source, 1973 to 2030

* negligible.
Sources: Energy Balances of OECD Countries, IEA/OECD Paris, 2007 and country submission.




