
©
 O

EC
D

/I
EA

, 2
00

7

CRITIQUE

Germany’s efforts to increase the role of renewables in its energy mix have had
striking results – in just the last five years total renewables supply has
increased by 70% and Germany has already reached its 2010 goal for a 4.2%
minimum share of renewables in TPES. The country is also well on its way to
meeting its electricity goal that, by 2010, at least 12.5% of generation comes

As the preferential tax treatment has been eliminated, biofuels are now being
promoted via a mandatory obligation to mix biofuels into regular gasoline
and diesel. Starting on 1 January 2007, diesel must on average contain a
minimum of 4.4% biodiesel by energy content and gasoline must on average
contain a minimum of 1.2% of bioethanol by energy content. The required
share of bioethanol in gasoline rises to 3.6% in 2010. The government
originally proposed to increase the total share of biofuels in transport fuels to
6% by energy content by 2010. In December 2006 the parliament enacted
the legislation, but raised the overall obligation to 6.75% in 2010 and 8% in
2015. The overall biofuels obligation can be met by either exceeding the
individual bioethanol or biodiesel obligations, as well as by a combination of
the two. The 6.75% obligation for 2010 puts it further ahead of the EU’s
biofuels directive target of 5.75% for the same year. Table 10 sets out the
current obligations through 2015, along with Germany’s proposed and
enacted policies and the EU’s biofuels directive targets.
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Table 10

Biofuels Mixing Obligations, 2007 to 2015

2007-2009 2010 2010 2010 2010-2015
(old policy) (new policy) (EU target)

Biodiesel (share of diesel 
by energy content) 4.4% 4.4% 4.40% N/A 4.40%

Bioethanol (share of 
gasoline by energy content) 1.2% 3.0% 3.60% N/A 3.60%

Biofuels (share of all diesel Additional
and gasoline by energy 0.25%
content); requires exceeding No per year,
one or both of the combined up to 8%
above targets target 6.0% 6.75% 5.75% in 2015

Note: The EU biofuels directive does not set specific biodiesel or bioethanol targets.

Source: Country submission.




