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NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE AND RADIOACTIVE WASTE
MANAGEMENT

The reactor construction and nuclear fuel operations within the Siemens
Group were merged with the French company Framatome in 2001. Following
restructuring of the French nuclear industry, the German operations are now
owned by Areva NP GmbH, which is jointly owned by the Areva Group of
France (66%) and Siemens AG (34%). This includes the nuclear fuel
fabrication plant at Lingen in Lower Saxony, which produces fuel for German
and other nuclear plants. Most raw uranium concentrate, or yellowcake, is
purchased from Canada, which provides slightly less than half of the supply. 

The British-Dutch-German uranium enrichment company Urenco owns and
operates a large centrifuge enrichment plant at Gronau in North Rhine-
Westphalia, which began operations in 1985. In 2005 Urenco was granted
a licence to increase the site’s capacity from 1.8 million to 4.5 million
separative work units per year, and this is expected to be implemented
gradually over the coming years. The plant supplies enriched uranium for
use in countries around the world.
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Note: Estimated closure dates calculated assuming 88% capacity factor, and no transfer of
generating allowances between plants.
Source: Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) for
residual generation data.
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Estimated Nuclear Power Capacity, 2007 to 2023




